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RAMU, the man without

a home or Dplace,
happens to save Rajee
from a car accident. She °
is a flower-geller. She ig
blind. And Ramu, btaking
pity on her, escorts her
home.

Rajee, forall her blind-
ness, i8 quick to divine
the innate goodness in Ramu. They
get to like each other, they sing and

sell flowers together, and soon a deep.

but silent affection suffuses their
existence.

One day Ramu makes the acquain-
bance of an Eye Specialist. I.earning
from him that some sightless eyes can
be made bto see, a great hope seizes
him, and he brings Rajee o the
Doctor for congultabion.

The Doctor pronounces Rajee’s eyes
curable bubt the operation will cost
@ thousand rupees. Ramu wants to

geb ‘the money somehow__ by begging

or borrowing. He #igks _his neck to

win the a,mounﬁ n ‘& boxing conbest
with a stalwarh, only to enrich a pair
of crooks who waylay him gnd rob
him. Finally he gebs the sum as a
present from a rich businessman
during one of his drunken moments

and pays it to the Doctor,

The Doctor performs the operation
and Rajee gains her gight. But she
cannot behold Ramu, for he is not

there at the happy momems He is

languishing behind prison bars, un- .

known to her,
guilty of thefts

Rajee searches for Ramu everywhere
but it does not avail her. Meanwhile
Ramu is sentenced to a further term
for atbempting to escape from prison.

Now Rajee’s aunt, the only gu&rdmn
dies, leaving her open to the impor-
tumtles of her gensuous landlord. And
life without Ramu becomes for her a

tragedy harder to bear than life
without eyes.

She decides to end her life and her
troubles with it. But she is saved
from drowning in the sea by no others
than the Docbor’'s mother and sigter.
~ They very Kkindly take her home
to live with them. and they get for

being wrongly found

life with the Doctor.

her a gituation asa nurse
with the Doctor, so that

ghe may pave hér way
and not be & dependant.

Bub the Doctor suffers
in consequence as he falls
in love with Rajee, but
iz unable to pursue his
suilt because he is aware
of Rajee’'s longing for

Ramu. He 18 however led on to
an open confession of hig love for her,
and to plead for himself, when Rupa,

8, girl who has been nurturing an one-

gsided and unreciprocated love for him,
discovers his preference for Rajee and
precipitabtes matters,

Rajee is torm by a conflich of love
and gratitude, and she decides bo leave
the Doctor’s place . But the Dochor’s

mother inbtercepts her and, what is

more, persuades her to marry her son
and save his life and happiness
instead of pining for Ramu who has
become a mere dream and a memory.

Rajee reconciles hersgelf o a married

She bears him
2 son whom she names after Ramu.

Ramu i8s at lasb released from prison.
He makes hasbe tio 8ee Rajee, to know
whether she has been blessed with
sicht and, there, learns of her
present status.

He stands before the Doctor’s home,
now become hers too, in appearance
like a beggar, yearning beyond measure
to catch but ia glimpse of her with
eyes that can see. She is waiting, as
1t were, on the threshold, as if to fulfil
his smﬂ 8 longing. She gees him
koo, yet knows him not as he. But,

durmﬂ' the course of the events of the-

day, Ramu discovers with joy and
gatisfaction that through

the misks of the long e

years of his exile, her

memory of him shines e

bright like a lone star. ¢
This 18 enough for &

Ramu. He accepts the

present of a flower from

her, and fades out of her ¢ © = °

life for good, without dis- = = = =

closing his identity to T B

her, with an abiding joy

that his DARLING is |

happy. '
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